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It can be calculated from higher than in pre-war years, the average egg consumption in 1931 being estimated at 158 eggs/head (Reorganisation Commission for Eggs and Poultry, 1935) . The egg consumption in 1946 was partly derived from imports and partly from home production. The amount derived from imports was 4623 million eggs and approx. 4000 millions were from home production. Since egg imports will be seriously curtailed owing to financial stringency, an extra home production of 6000 million eggs will be required if the amounts recommended for consumption are to be obtained. On the poor quality of feeding-stuffs at present available for poultry, the average annual egg production/hen does not exceed IOO eggs. The extra number of hens needed to produce the eggs required would be 60 millions; this would be reduced to 43.3 millions if feeding-stuffs of pre-war quality became available, since under such conditions it should be possible to step up the average annual egg production to 120. Expanding the poultry population by this amount would present no major difficulty provided feeding-stuffs were available. The extra feeding-stuffs required must come from home production or from imports. Two possibilities of expanding home production are, first, release of home-produced barley and wheat for animal feeding, and secondly, reduction of the flour extraction rate, thus releasing extra supplies of wheat offals. It is estimated that release of an extra 10 yo of the wheat and barley crop for animal feeding would yield 363,950 t. of grain, and the reduction of the flour extraction rate from its present level to 70% would yield an extra 747,240 t. of wheat offals. Assuming that it takes 6 lb. of food to produce twelve eggs, that the average egg production/year is 120 eggs, and that it takes 20 lb. of food to rear a bird to the stage of laying, the extra feeding-stuffs available, if the courses I suggest are adopted, would suffice to produce 3733 million eggs. This would leave a gap of 2267 million eggs which could only be filled by the importation of feeding-stuffs. Calculated on the same basis as before, the amount of imported feeding-stuffs required would be 668,750 t. On the assumption that extra wheat and barley are released for animal feeding, and that the rate of extraction of flour is reduced to the pre-war level of 70 yo , it should be possible to raise home production of eggs to a level of 161 eggslhead, on the assumption, of course, that the extra supplies of home-produced feeding-stuffs are used entirely for poultry feeding.
